San Joaquin Valley Region

UC Merced is located in the heart of California’s San Joaquin Valley. The San Joaquin Valley is one of the most distinctive landscapes of California. This region is over 250 miles long and 50 miles wide and stretches north to south from the San Francisco Bay Delta near Stockton to the Tehachapi Mountains south of Bakersfield. The San Joaquin River, the Valley’s namesake, runs the length of the region north from the Tulare Lake Basin. This waterway is fed by the Merced, Tuolumne, Stanislaus, Mokelumne, and Cosumnes Rivers. 

UC Merced also contributes to the economic growth of Central California. In the San Joaquin Valley, where unemployment and poverty rates substantially exceed California averages, campus construction has supported thousands of jobs, stimulating new business development and pumping millions of dollars into the local economy each year.
So far:
· Since its inception in 2000, UC Merced has contributed about $1.7 billion to the San Joaquin Valley.
· Research expenditures at UC Merced in the 2017-18 fiscal year were more than $28.9 million.
· Cumulative research expenditures since 2006 total nearly $214 million.
· The university is one of the largest employers in Merced County with more than 1,500 employees, including faculty and staff members.
· The campus's economic contribution to the region and the state of California is more than $23 billion since the beginning of operations in July 2000.
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